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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT
COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL
LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Joint Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

and Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 29th January 2014 at 5.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Larry Bannon, Mayor, Longford County 
Council.


Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor, Longford Town Council.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Longford County Council –


Councillors –  Gearoid O Bradaigh,
Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, 
John Duffy, Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 


Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, 


Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton, Barney Steele and Thomas Victory.


Longford Town Council  -


Councillors  - Michael Connellon, Tony Flaherty and


Gerry Warnock.                                                                                  

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. Joseph Ruane, Area Manager, Midlands Region,




Health Service Executive.





Ms. Grainne Nic Gabhann, Community Services Manager,




Midlands Region, Health Service Executive.

APOLOGIES:
Councillors  -  John Browne, Sean Farrell

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
The Meetings Administrator read the following correspondence to the meeting –
1. Email dated 28th January 2014 from Mr. Eamonn Dullaghan, Irish Water, in response to the Council’s request that a representative from Irish Water address the special meeting.
2. Email dated 28th January 2014 from Mr. James Conway, H.S.E., regarding a meeting between representatives from the hospital management team, 


      Mr.
William Merriman, H.S.E., Ambulance Service and a delegation from 

      Longford County Council.
It was agreed that the Council will accept Mr. Conway’s invitation to attend a meeting with the hospital management team and Mr. William Merriman, H.S.E., Ambulance Service.  Councillor T. Flaherty requested that representatives from Longford Town Council attend the proposed meeting.   Arrangements to be confirmed.
The Mayor welcomed Mr. Joseph Ruane, Area Manager and Ms. Grainne Nic Gabhann, Community Services Manager.

Mr. Ruane addressed the members regarding the following issues  -
Health Centre at Flancare, Longford.
Mr. Ruane stated that he was not in a position to comment on the establishment of the Primary Care Centre at Flancare, Longford as this was dealt with by Estates Directorate in the H.S.E.  Also, the cost of the establishment of the Centre is commercially sensitive information.  Therefore,  it would not be possible to provide this information.
Provision of Sheltered Housing.
Mr. Ruane agreed that Sheltered housing offers security and flexible support to older people and referred “Section 39” funding.

Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the provision of Sheltered Housing be provided under a “Public Private Partnership” and “Design, Build, Operation” arrangement  -  Longford County Council to be the lead agency.  
Mr. Ruane agreed to examine this issue.
Community Health Service Regions Review.
Mr. Ruane stated that the provision of Community Health Services is a parallel support to hospital services.
Medical Cards and GP Visit Cards.
Mr. Ruane to provide the Meetings Administrator with details regarding website which outlines the ongoing statistics regarding the issuing of medical cards.

Ophthalmic Services in County Longford.
Ophthalmic services in County Longford will be dealt with at the proposed meeting with the hospital management team.

Hospital reconfiguration

Mr. Ruane referred to the six hospital groupings announced last May and the report issued “The Establishment of Hospital Groups as a Transition to Independent Hospital Trusts.”
Councillor Nolan stated that she is still extremely concerned regarding the proposed hospital reconfiguration and the consequences for County Longford.
Cutbacks to respite care in the intellectually disability service.
Mr. Ruane stated that the respite service is under review.
Future plans for the mental health service in County Longford.

Mr. Ruane read correspondence from Dr. Mary O’Hanlon regarding mental health services and replied to queries raised regarding suicide prevention.
Suspension of Standing Orders.

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor P. Connell seconded that Standing Orders be adjourned to allow the meeting continues.

Mr. Ruane and Ms. Nic Gabhann replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· St. Joseph’s Care Centre Longford  -  Mr. Ruane confirmed the future of 

      St. Josephs.
· Provision of palliative care beds in St. Joseph’s Care Centre.

· Transport to St. Lukes Hospital, Dublin.

· “Fair Deal” Scheme.

· Provision of orthotic shoes.

· Assistance to Ambulance crew during a call out  -  Councillor D. Glennon

      suggested that householders be encouraged to keep the directions to their home

      in a convenient place in their homes.
· Provision of home dialysis.

· Cost of Leaving Cert and Junior Cert – medical card holders.

· Ophthalmic services in County Longford.

· Challenges – Haddington Road Agreement.

· Home Help service.

· Midoc service.

The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Ruane and Ms. Nic Gabhann for their attendance at the meeting.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th February 2014.
Signed: _______________

              Mayor. 
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